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THE IMPACT OF YOUR GENEROSITY



AMERICAN INDIAN SERVICES

VISION

We are dedicated to helping Native Americans have access
to a quality education, while still preserving their culture
and honoring their heritage.

MISSION

We provide preparatory programs for Native American youth
and financial assistance for Native American students in pursuit of
higher education/learning.

VALUES

Education
Cultural Preservation
Economic Development

Social Mobility

GUIDING PRINCIPLE

Student Centered
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MESSAGE FROM OUR
AIS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear AIS Supporter,

On behalf of the American Indian Services (AIS) Board of Directors and staff, I am honored to share
the incredible impact your generosity made in 2024.

As you review our 2024 Impact Report, you'll see firsthand the life-changing outcomes made possible

by your support. Because of your dedication, AIS has continued to provide critical financial assistance

and educational resources to thousands of deserving Native American students. From scholarships that
unlock opportunities in higher education to middle school summer programs and cultural events that

strengthen community ties, your contributions have truly transformed lives.

Your support allowed us to keep empowering both university and trade school students in 2024. These
scholarships not only eased the financial burden of higher learning but also provided a foundation for
students to overcome challenges and pursue their dreams.

Your continued support for the AIS STEM-PREP Summer Program is so important, this immersive
program introduces middle school students to STEM education through hands-on experiences,
mentorship, and cultural integration. By inspiring the next generation of Native scientists, engineers,
and innovators, your support is helping bridge the gap in STEM opportunities for Native youth.

Thank you for your unwavering commitment to AIS. Your generosity continues to empower Native
American students across the country, helping them achieve their educational goals and build brighter
futures for themselves and their communities.

Pidamaya/Ahéhee’ (Many Thanks)
Chauma Kee-Jansen, MPA
Assiniboine-Sioux/Navajo (she/her)
AIS Executive Director




Financial Summary
4,453,855

2024 Total Revenue & Public Support
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AIS STEM-PREP

AIS STEM-PREDP is a free six week summer educational program for Native American middle school students
provided for by AIS. For students who struggle in specific academic areas, or for students who demonstrate
exceptional academic abilities in core areas, our six week STEM-PREP Summer focuses on academic instruction
that allow students to enhance their cognitive skills and abilities.

Our STEM-PREP Summer is an interdisciplinary approach that helps students succeed in high school, college

and in their future careers. In 2024, AIS STEM-PREP had student sites in Blanding, Utah, Hopi, Arizona, Tuba
City, Arizona, and Gallup, New Mexico.
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Testimonial

"Thank you so much for this opportunity and thank you for all the
knowledge and new memories we gained. I have enjoyed these past
three summers and it has encouraged me more on my future careers. I
appreciate all the work and time put in by staff and volunteers.

Thank you!"

Kaylee H.
Hopi, AIS PREP Student
Hopi, AZ




AIS STEM-PREP
STUDENT TESTIMONIALS

"Thank you to all of the presenters and teachers for making this an
awesome experience. | had lots of fun. The field trips and coming to Utah
were my favorite parts of PREP.

I have had an amazing three years with AIS PREP. Going to school all
summer might not seem fun at first, but this program helped me to see the
future for myself in school and work. You all have inspired me to care more
about my education. Askwalli"

Ava A.
Hopi, AIS PREP Student
Hopi, AZ

"As the site coordinator for AIS PREP in Blanding, I am passionate about
providing Native American youth with the resources and support they need
to succeed in STEM fields. It is incredibly rewarding to witness the growth
and development of these students as they engage in challenging coursework
and hands-on projects. Being a site coordinator for the AIS prep program is
incredibly rewarding.

I love being a part of these students' journeys as they grow academically and
personally. Seeing their confidence build and their passion for learning is
truly inspiring. On a personal level, this role has helped me develop my

4 leadership and organizational skills. It's also deepened my understanding of
the challenges these students face and the importance of providing them
with opportunities and support.”

Shanaya John
Din¢, AIS PREP Coordinator
Blanding, UT




AIS TRADE SCHOLARSHIP

Since the summer of 2021, the AIS Trade Scholarship Program began funding Native American students attending
Utah Trade Schools. Since that time, the AIS Trade Scholarship Program has extended it's reach and is currently
funding Native American Trade School students from across the United States. Every year, the program has seen an
increase in the number of Native American students applying for funding. To date, the AIS Trade Scholarship
Program has provided trade school education to 38 Native American students, creating lasting opportunities for

their futures.

Tribal Representation

Washoe
10%

Monocan
10%

Salish
10%

Navajo/Diné
60%

Alaska Native
10%

Student Testimonial

"] have completed 900 hours and will be finishing my program in
June 2024. I wanted a better life for my boys and wanted them to
have more opportunities. It is a sacrifice to do all this, I know that
the end goal will be great for not just me, but for my boys too.

Thank you for donating to American Indian Services and helping
someone like me achieve these incredible opportunities. You have

given me opportunities that my parents have always wanted for me
since I was a child. Ahéhee"."

Joy N.
Dine
Taylor Andrews Academy, Cosmetology
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AIS TRADE SCHOLARSHIP

Top Trade School Attended

ﬂ ﬂ ﬂ ﬂ ﬂ ﬂ Joyce University of Nursing

Alaska Vocational Technical Center

® o6 o o o o
" I‘ " " ﬂﬂ Central New Mexico Community College

IIl 2024, AIS Funded Ogden Weber Technical College
12 Trade Students
58% Female 42% Male

Salt Lake Community College
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Student Testimonial

"I am determined to be the first in my family to pursue a degree and
graduate from a secondary school.

Growing up in rural Alaska, I spent most of my free time, alongside my
father, working on anything with an engine, specifically cars, trucks, and
ATVs. I knew from very early on that vehicles were something that
interested me. The challenge of growing up in a rural community is that
you don't get a lot of opportunities, you must leave your village to
experience different opportunities. Our tribe has never had any
mechanics, and I would like to help by furthering my education and
bringing it back to my tribe. Thank you for providing me with an
opportunity to earn my degree and help my people.”

Nikolai O.
Alaska Native - Village of Port Heiden
Vocational Technical Center, Diesel Heavy Equipment Training




AIS COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

For over 40 years, American Indian Services has been dedicated to assist Native American students achieve their
educational dreams when financial resources and hardship are blocking their path. The AIS Scholarship Program
plays a crucial role in addressing these obstacles by offering vital financial assistance to Native American students
striving for a college education. Here's a look at the students we were able to support in 2024.

(University & Trade Combined)

Rk & 2,136

Student Demographics
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AIS COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

Top 5 Schools:

1. Arizona State University

2. University of New Mexico - ABQ

3. Northern Arizona University

4. Utah State University - LOGAN

5. Brigham Young University

Top 5 Majors:

1. Business
2. Nursing
3. Psychology
4. Education
5. Biology

Top 10 Tribes Represented:

1. Navajo Nation 47.5%
2. Cherokee 9%
3. Turtle Mountain 4.5%
4. Choctaw 2.5%
5. Muscogee 1.8%

(Creek) Nation

6. Spirit Lake 1.2%
7. Oglala Sioux 1.1%
8. Cheyenne River Sioux 1%
9. Chickasa 9%
10. Standing Rock 9%

Top 10 States Scholarships Are Awarded In:

1. Arizona

2. Utah

3. New Mexico
4. Oklahoma

5. North Dakota

6. Washington
7. Colorado
8. California

9. Texas
10. Montana
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AIS COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

Dear AIS Donor,

Ya'4t'ééh, shi ef Deshayne C. yinishyé. Tébggha nishlj. Tédich'i"nii bashihchiin. Bilagaana dashicheii.
Naaneesht'ezhi Tdchii'nii dashinali. Tiis Nideeshgizh dée'naasha.

Hello, my name is Deshayne C. I am from the Navajo tribe, and grew up on the reservation. I am Water's Edge
Clan, Born for Bitter Water Clan. My maternal grandfather is white and my paternal grandfather is The Charcoal
Streaked Division of the Red Running Into The Water Clan. I am from Newcomb, New Mexico.

Ahéheé/Thank you, the only word I can truly use to express my gratitude is the Diné translation of thank you.

To me, ahéheé is a higher form of appreciation and gratitude, and I believe it to be more impactful than thank
you. I am currently attending Arizona State University and majoring in the Business Exploratory program with
intent to switch to Entrepreneurship. My biggest goal in life is to open a business that will support local musicians,
Indigenous artists, and younger people who may be interested in pursuing music.

Over the past couple of weeks, learning to balance a social life and
college life has been challenging, especially with my ADHD playing a
major role in how I conduct myself. Learning to reach out, and create
a support system was just as difficult, as I had to learn humility and
humbleness before reaching out and acknowledging needed help. My
biggest worry, like most college students, was finding a way to pay for
school, and continue to sustain myself as I begin my adult life.

Once again, ahéheé, for this amazing opportunity you have
presented me, and relieving some of the financial burden. For this I
cannot thank you enough.

Ahéheé,

Deshayne C.

Dine

Freshman

Business Exploratory
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AIS COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

TESTIMONIAL

Dear AIS Donor,

Sv hohchifo yvt Bridgette H. micha Okla Chahta sia. My name is Bridgette H. and I'm a citizen of the Choctaw
Nation of Oklahoma. Like my family generations before me, I have gone between Shawnee, Oklahoma where I
currently live and California, where I grew up with my mother and sister.

Living in California and attending first grade all the way through graduation had a negative impact on my
education. namely, getting left behind by an administration that assumed because I was Native, I would get to go
to college for free. Seeking my degree at 26 has been one of the best decisions I could have made regardless of the
decade between graduating and now. It has also been one of the hardest things for me to do with a tornado passing
right over my house in April 2023, during my first semester, to COVID, to extreme flare ups of my Psoriatic
Arthritis and Fibromyalgia. Despite these obstacles, I have maintained a 4.0 GPA each semester.

I am currently finishing my associate's degree in Native Studies with a concentration in Tribal Government and
moving immediately into my Bachelor's Degree in Business Administration & Tribal Nation Building.

Giving back is something I refuse to wait for graduation to do, so I've been teaching local Native youth ages 8-25
how to bead through Inspiring Youth Through Culture thanks to micro-grants and donations from Native-owned
businesses.

Yakoke - thank you - for your generous donation to me and other students
like me because without you I would not be able to achieve my goals or

be the first in my family to seek and receive a degree. I hope to make you
proud through my journey as a student.

Chi pisa la chike,

Bridgette H.

Choctaw

Sophomore

Native Studies/Tribal Government



12
AIS COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

TESTIMONIAL

Dear AIS Donor,

My name is Audrey W., and I am from Fairfax, Oklahoma. I am a part of the Osage tribe and have been dressing
in traditional regalia every June at the dances for ten years now. I look forward to it every year, there truly is no
better place to be! Over the course of my life, I have been very fortunate in not having to go through many
obstacles. Yes, school was hard at times and there were instances where I did not put my full capability into my
work, and I had to pay the consequence. In the end it taught me a very valuable lesson and made me work harder
to earn better grades.

I am currently in my Junior year at Oklahoma State University. This past May I graduated with an Associate of
Arts degree from Northern Oklahoma College in Tonkawa. I am currently studying English with a focus on screen
studies.

Growing up, I have always enjoyed reading and eventually, writing.
Being on the set of (Killers of the Flower Moon) sparked my interest in
film. Being behind the scenes and even behind the camera was one of
the coolest experiences I have ever been a part of. After college I plan
on moving to Bartlesville and working for my tribe in Pawhuska. After
working there for a couple of years I would like to venture out even
farther.

Whatever my future may be, I know that God's plan is perfect. From
the bottom of my heart, I would like to thank the AlS donors for
giving me this wonderful scholarship. I am truly so, so grateful. Thank
you again for supporting my education.

Sincerely,
Audrey W.
Osage
Junior

English
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AIS COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

TESTIMONIAL

Dear AIS Donor,

My name is Joseph N. I am honored to be a recipient of a scholarship award from American Indian Services. I am
a Native American from the tribes of Zuni and Tewa-Hopi. I have lived most of my life in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
Living in Santa Fe has allowed me to stay connected to my home pueblo, near the Arizona border, and family
members on the reservation.

In my upbringing, my parents instilled in me a love of learning. As a child, I set a goal to receive a university
education. With support and encouragement from my family and mentors, I eventually received acceptance to
study at Brigham Young University.

I am thrilled to continue my education in a positive learning environment as I start my senior year at Brigham
Young University. I am currently pursuing a degree in history. In this major, I am able to explore my interest in
American cultural and political history. In addition, I plan to attend law school and practice Native American law.
Ultimately, I desire to give back to my Native community by providing representation within the legal system.

While at Brigham Young University, I have been privileged
to work as a football equipment manager. During my
involvement in this role, I strive to accomplish personal goals
related to my work. Successful completion of these goals
occurs by applying extra effort to maximize my performance
in team practices.Undoubtedly, goal-setting will continue to
be an important part of my life.

Thank you for your generous donation to American Indian
Services. I am extremely happy to be a recipient of
support and encouragement. For this kind act, | am grateful.

Thank you!
Joseph N.
Zuni/Tewa-Hopi
Senior

History
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AIS COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

TESTIMONIAL

Dear AIS Donor,

My name is Elizabeth P, I am enrolled in the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla and I am from Lehi, Utah. It is
difficult to find the words to express the of gratitude I feel for how your generosity has helped me. As a

college student I have so much excitement but also fear how I could financially make my education

happen. You made it happen and I am so deeply grateful. Growing up I always knew I wanted to find a way to give
back to my Native American culture, and peoples, that have nurtured me into the person I am today. I feel that by
studying Film at the University of Utah, I will assuredly develop the mechanisms to give back to all who have
richly blessed me. You, and your organization, will now be on that list of those I hold dear. Those who have helped
me to evolve into the individual that I am. I know that I personally needed to introduce more humanity, awareness
and knowledge back into the world.

There are several issues facing my people. I am, of course, passionate about them all. However, I feel Missing &
Murdered Indigenous Women, to be at the forefront of issues I want to bring more awareness to. I have an
individual ambition, to develop the skills I need during my
college education, to have a positive impact on Indigenous
and under-represented people everywhere. But, especially
within my local community. I have a goal, and individual
desire, to bring more awareness to the problems faced by
indigenous and "unseen" populations, through film & media.
I also hope to aid in the finding, developing, and promoting,
possible solutions to these concerning and real issues. I will
for ever be grateful for the support and confidence that you
have shown me, in aiding my educational and personal goals
and aspirations.

Himaqus Qe’Ci'yew’yew’,
Elizabeth P,
Umatilla
Senior

Film
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AIS COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

TESTIMONIAL

Dear AIS Donor,

As I approach my senior year and the end of my undergraduate career at Cornell University, I am beyond thankful
for the support I have received from American Indian Services (AlS) Scholarship Program. I have dedicated my
time and energy to my studies and ensuring I have thoughtful experiences that will carry me into the future. I can
do this because of the support I have received from AlS. During my time at Cornell University, I have served as a
National Student Representative to AISES, been accepted as a McNair Scholar, and served on the Dean of
Engineering's Advisory Council. My goal is to support and advocate for the Indigenous community both in and
out of the classroom.

I have been involved in the Cornell University Native American & Indigenous Mentoring Program as a
Co-Coordinator. I feel strongly about this program because it is a chance for me to mentor underclass students and
help them to find personal and academic success in a place that is extremely challenging for Indigenous students.

It is important that I give back to my community and to younger scholars because I have been fortunate to find
mentors and support who helped me get where I am
today, months away from graduation.

I am currently preparing my applications for graduate
school where I plan to pursue a Doctoral degree in
Environmental Engineering. I am eager to begin a career
in academia where I can continue to support Native
students and help them find success and advocate for
change. I carry with me a dedication to my home
community of Akwesasne and an appreciation for all
those who have supported me in my journey.

Niawen:kowa (thank you)
Peter T.

Akwesasne Mohawk
Senior

Biological Engineering
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AIS SCHOLARSHIP ALUMNI UPDATES

2004, Dezi Lynn, Dine, NIEA Educator Initiative Manager Degree(s): BA
Spanish Literature, Masters of Education

"AlS played a very relevant role in my Bachelors program. As a first generation student,
I was unaware of the real cost of my education. When I arrived at the university my
biggest shock was buying books and food. It cost a few hundred dollars just to get the
books to study before my classes even started. I was so grateful that I could have this
aid as my parents were never in a position to provide any financial support. This
scholarship helped me cushion the realities of life that I was not prepared for and I will
forever be grateful for that aid."

2018, Shauny Talk, Eastern Band of Cherokee/Navajo, Certified Athletic Trainer-
orthopedics and sports medicine Degree(s): Bachelors of Science Exercise Science,
Masters of Science Sports Medicine and Nutrition

"The AIS scholarship program has allowed me to accomplish my educational goals of
earning my Bachelors and Masters degrees at two of the most prestigious academic and
research schools in the country. Being at the top schools has allowed me the opportunity
to study sports medicine and nutrition topics with some of the best professors and health
care providers in the sports medicine field. I've accomplished one of my goals of working
at the collegiate and professional levels as a certified athletic trainer and have worked
with some of the best athletes in the world. I will be forever grateful for the AIS
Scholarship Program for helping me accomplish many of my academic goals and
aspirations. In the future I look forward to helping Native athletes of all ages live strong
and healthy lives."

2022, Sunni Begay, Diné, Paralegal Degree(s): BA Political Science, Minor in
American Indian Studies and Legal Studies

"Without the financial help from American Indian Services I would not have been able
to afford to finish my college degree. Since completing my degree, I have been able to
work in industries that have positively contributed to serving the public. The gratitude
I feel towards the donors that have contributed to my success will always be
remembered. I will continue to pass on that spirit of giving throughout my life."
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AIS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Board President
Justus Gilmore (Diné)

Vice President
Desiree Fowler (Diné)

Treasurer

Kenneth M. Woolley

Board Secretary
Roni Jo Draper (Yurok)

Franz Busse

Joshua Butler (Diné)
Nicholas Coleman
Laura Larkin (Oneida)
Gordon Ostler

Austin Tsosie (Diné)

AIS STAFF

Executive Director
Chauma Kee-Jansen
(Assiniboine-Sioux/Diné)

Development Director

Debbie Deaver-Mudliar

Finance Director
Dori Stone

Scholarship Director

Ireen Ka'anapu

Marketing Director
Jason Dial (Lumbee/Tuscarora/Diné)

AIS STEM-PREP Director
Kevin Sekaquaptewa (Hopi)

Trade Scholarship Director
Meredith Lam (Diné)

Scholarship Assistant
Kally Billings (Lower Brule, Lakota)

Administrative Assistant

Tishna Campbell (Iroquois)




THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING AIS
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YOU CAN MAKE A DONATION USING THIS QR CODE

CHARITY Platinum
NAVIGATOR Transparency
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WWW.americanindianservices.org 170 S. Interstate Plz Dr. Ste.200, Lehi, UT 84043




